
One Winter Project completed, March 26, 2008, 

by Andy and Matthew Kohler 

 

Back ground, or how I got hoodwinked into this: 

 

All seniors at Sequoyah High School have to produce a Senior Project as part of the 

graduation requirements. The project must include a óproductô, several write-ups, 

research, work logs etc and is presented to and judged by members of the faculty, parents 

and invited community members towards the end of the year. 

Matthew óconvincedô us at the beginning of his senior year, that building a ósmallô 

(16 ft) Jon boat would work great as a projecté.  

Before his mother could object any further, plans and plywood were orderedé 

 

Matthew and I had the luxury of unlimited access to the wood shop at school during our 

September break ï a large covered work space with all the machines needed for such a 

project is a tremendous asset. Later, I did most of the epoxy and paint jobs ï something 

teenagers donôt have the patience for, but together, or by himself all the wood work and 

gluing got accomplished over the next 6 months.  

 

The pictures speak for themselves I think, showing the progress from the humble 

beginnings to the finished boat.  I took it out for a short test run at the lake last week and 

was pleasantly surprised by its handling and stability. The motor cut in and out on me ï 

thatôs a different story ï so a thorough shake down cruise has yet to happen. All in all, a 

very worthwhile exercise and a nice looking finished boat. Letôs go fishingé 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Start: 

6 sheet of ply wood 

16 ft long rough cut oak for frames 

Mahogany for the rails 



 
 

 
 

Butt joining the 

plywood 

Side panel cut and all frames 

built and laid out at their 

stations 



 
 

 

 

The first 3 

dimensional 

attempts 


