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From the Commodore – December 2009  

Ahoy SWSC

Happy New Years to all; the new 
sailing season is right around the 
corner, the days are getting longer 
again and the lake is starting to fill 
up nicely: all signs for a good and 
fun filled season. 
 
If you missed the Christmas party at 
Nancy’s house you missed out on 
another fun-filled evening, with great 
foods, spirits and camaraderie.  
Many thanks go to Nancy, our 
gracious host and Donna Holcombe 
for her help in planning the evening. 
 

On the business end, we agreed to 
keep the member ship fees at their 
current level: $45 per family per year 
will get you on the “Do Call List” of 
Joe Carter; please pay your 
membership in person during the 
next meetings or send a check to 
our purser: 
Candice Ahrens, 104 Springwater 
Trace, Woodstock, GA  30188. 
 
A point of new business for the next 
meetings will be to adjust our 
constitution to reflect the change in 
name of the Rear Vice-Commodore 
to Fleet Captain.  The term fleet 

captain has been used for this office 
for the least 8 years; the club is said 
to have actually voted on this issue 
in 2000, but no record or minutes of 
this vote /change in name remains 
to my knowledge.  (if you happen to 
have minutes from this time, I would 
be more than happy to see them….).   
 
I have listed below the sections of 
the club’s constitution where the 
change would take effect, and I will 
read the following statement during 
the next 2 meetings, which hopefully 
will lead to a passing vote during the 
March meeting:

 
“I propose that the club changes the name of the office of the REAR VICE COMMODORE to FLEET CAPTAIN and that 
these changes are recorded in the Constitution as amendments” 
 
Article V. Officers 
 

1. Officers shall be the Commodore, Vice-Commodore (as amended, February 11, 1982), the Purser, 
and the Yeoman (as amended, January 21, 1982), and the Rear Vice-Commodore (as amended July 
09, 1998). 

 
6. Duties of the Rear Vice-Commodore shall be to undertake the duties of the Vice-Commodore in the 

absence of the Vice-Commodore and to assist the Vice-Commodore in those duties as deemed 
necessary by the Vice-Commodore. The Rear Vice-Commodore shall serve as a member of the 
Regatta Committee and shall assume the position of Vice-Commodore at the first regular meeting 
of the organization in the new calendar year. (amended July 1999) 

 
7. Officers shall be elected by secret ballot vote of the membership during the first regular meeting of 

the organization each calendar year, from nominations submitted by members in attendance. The 
term of office shall be for one year, or until the election of new officers. Members elected to office 
shall assume the duties of that office immediately upon election. Should any officer, for any reason, 
be unable or unwilling to fulfill the duties of the office to which elected, a new election shall be 
conducted either by the Commodore, the Vice-Commodore, the Purser, the Yeoman, or the Rear 
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Vice-Commodore (amended July 1999) (in that order) during the next regular meeting of the 
organization, to fill the vacant office thus created (as amended January 21, 1982). 

 
 

 
Hopefully everybody is getting their 
winter projects done; for my part, I 
built a new table for Good Times, a 
slightly smaller version for inside the 
cabin; replaced the impellers on 
both engines and replaced one prop 
with a new one – aside from that, we 
acquired a Hobie 16 for the beach 
down in St. Simons…and are 

otherwise ready to embrace the new 
season.  How are you doing with 
your ‘improvements’? Will you be 
ready for the next scheduled event 
on the water, the Frost Bite Regatta 
on January 24 (the temp for this day 
forecasted to be in the mid 70’s…)? 
 

Feel free and encouraged to 
approach any of the officers with 
ideas and suggestions – we are 
here to serve the club. 
 
I hope to see many of you during the 
next meeting, and soon thereafter 
on the water – I am looking forward 
to many more outings like this: 

 
(BEER Cruise 2008) 

 
 
 
Fair Winds to all; 
Andy Kohler 
Commodore SWSC 
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Upcoming Events  

Event Date Location Description 

Club Meeting 01/08/09 
Thu 7pm 

Provinos Restaurant Barrett 
Pkwy 

440 Earnest Barrett Pkwy NW, Kennesaw, 678-
594-5055 http://www.provinos.com/kennesaw.jpg 

Frostbite Regatta 01/24/09 
Sat 11am 

 Steve Adams - committee - First sailboat race of 
the year. 

Club Meeting 02/12/09 
Thu 7pm 

To Be Announced 7pm for dinner, 8pm for the club meeting 

Sweet Heart 
Regatta 

02/14/09  
Sat 11am 

 Scott Widmier – committee 

Spring Gala 
Regatta 

03/07/09 
Sat 11am 

 Steve Adams – committee 
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The Spinnaker Bag
 
Provided by Robert Forrester: 
 
SWSC Mobile Page:  I added a mobile page for the website.  It provides a very simple schedule of events and races.  
You can access the page from the main page of the site, or go directly this page: 
http://sailswsc.org/m/  -- You can select how many days into the future to display on the page. 
 
Have a read of an online book:  “Confessions of a L ong-Distance Sailor”  -- as well as other stories 
http://www.arachnoid.com/lutusp/sailbook.html -- Look at the green drop down listbox for books and chapters to start 
reading. 
 
Fine Tolerance and the Northwest Passage 
From the furledsails.com podcast I wrote about last month, I heard an interview of a couple that sailed the NW passage.  
They travelled west to east and took them about 2 years.  They wrote about their journey in a series of newsletters, 
along with many pictures.  I found it pretty exciting to read of their adventures: 
http://www.bruceroberts.com.au/northwest/ 
If you would like to listen to their interview it is just as entertaining: 
http://furledsails.com/article.php3?article=756  part 1 
http://furledsails.com/article.php3?article=757  part 2 
 
Outboard Engine Maintenance: 
I had some outboard troubles last summer, and I suspect it was due to old gas that has absorbed water.  Other 
problems I encountered were an aged fuel line, old/rotting O-ring on the fuel fitting, and a spark plug that fouled.  I don’t 
claim to be an expert outboard mechanic, but I’m pretty handy so I was able to resolve my outboard problems after a lot 
of diagnosing and sweating a lot in the heat.  I talked to Gary and a couple others about gas/ethanol issues.  New 
gasoline formulas contain more alcohol than in the past.  Outboard gas cans vent to the outside air, so the gas is more 
prone to collecting moisture from the air and collecting water in the gas cans… of course resulting in failures when we 
want to use our motors or we are ready to crank the motor and return to the marina.  So, inspect last years gas that has 
sat all winter in your boat, and have a look over the fuel lines and fittings to save you the risk of being out on the lake 
with a fouled outboard. 
 
I found a couple of links from sailing and engine sites on the web, have a read if you are interested. 
http://boatsafe.com/nauticalknowhow/outboard.htm  -- outboard maintenance 
 
Ethanol issues: 
http://www.practical-sailor.com/marine/ethanol-fuel-and-outboard-engines.html 
http://www.evinrude-parts.com/boat_ethanol_danger_precaution.html 
http://www.russomarine.com/content.asp?nav=90025&cpid=3386 
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South Winds Sailing Club Membership Application For m 

Complete this application and mail it along with your $45.00 Annual fee (new members joining after 
July 1st, $25.00) to: 

South Winds Sailing Club  
104 Springwater Trace 
Woodstock, Georgia 30188 

Member(s) Name:  ______________________________________ 
   ______________________________________ 
   ______________________________________ 
  
Member(s) Address:  ______________________________________ 
   ______________________________________ 
   ______________________________________ 
  
Contact Information:  ______________________________________ 
Home phone:  ______________________________________ 
Office:  ______________________________________ 
Other:  ______________________________________ 
Email:  ______________________________________ 
  
Current Boat:  ______________________________________ 
Length:  ______________________________________ 
BoatName:  ______________________________________ 
Current Marina:  ______________________________________ 
 
What knowledge or skills can you share or teach other club members: 
  ______________________________________ 
  ______________________________________ 
  ______________________________________ 
  ______________________________________ 
  ______________________________________ 
  

Boating Interests: Social events Racing 

  Crewing Raft Up Events 

  Cruising   
  
Member Signature:  ______________________________________ 
  
Date:  ______________________________________ 

 

 

Edited by: Robert Forrester 


