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From the Commodore – July 2008 

Ahoy SWSC sailors 
 
Somehow the second half of the year has snuck up on 
us and is already in full swing.  The month of July saw 
many club activities on the water, mostly raft-ups and 
one race.  Your commodore was on vacation in July 
and missed several of the events, but I was assured 
that good times were had by all;  
 
On my first weekend back I was prepared to join the 
festivities of the Mexican raft-up, only to find a wrecked 
marina shortly after the storm had passed; For those 
who did not see the aftermath of the storm, all docks 
had shifted and moved from their original positions, the 
covered docks were butting heads along their roof 
lines, the sailboat docks moved on the shore side 
several yards but not enough for the walkways to fall 
off ( it was close) and dock 10 (the one that is 
perpendicular to the sailboat docks) was pushed along 
its walkway axis back on shore.  The open slips 
between the dock and the shore (where I used to have 
my slip) were piled up on the steep embankment like 
broken twigs; rumor has it that Bob Kremer’s boat run 
aground while in its slip and that stop the dock from 
moving farther… 
 
Shortly before the storm hit, the brave souls of Joe and 
Louise Carter on board Skip and Sue’s Catalina 250 
were heading out to prepare for the raft-up; They got 
as far as the super-dock before the ominous black sky 
led them to a quick turn around; they barely made it 
back to the dock, tied up and sat out the storm 
hunkered down in their cabin;  Jordan Ball had the 
grandest view from the bathhouse stairs, where 
watched in amazement how all the docks broke loose 
and went their way with the wind.  I arrived shortly 
after the storm had done its damage and then several 
of us walked the sailboat docks to secure flapping 
head sails, sail covers, biminis and tarps all the while 
counting our blessings that no serious damage had 
occurred to any of the boats. 
 
BUT, once again I witnessed that SWSC members are 
nothing but persistent when it comes to having a party:  
going out on the boats was out of the question, but 
Ardith and Jordan had such good food prepared and it 
was ready to be served; we just improvised, set all the 
goodies up on the picnic table near the bath house, 
moved some big tree limps out of the way and about 
10 people had a great time partying into the night; fire 
engines came and went so did Channel 11 news and 

many owners where checking on their toys.  Lesson: if 
in doubt, there is a party…. 
 
Another sign that fall is around the corner are the 
cooler nights (yep, sleeping bags came in handy last 
weekend) and the dropping lake level; As all of you 
surely have noted, the sand bar behind the island is 
emerging more and more – even the power boaters 
can see it now… 
 
Just out of curiosity, when coming back from a Friday 
afternoon sail from the Victoria Harbor area (with 
Steve, Skip, Sue and their grand son Matthew)  I tried 
to sail across the cut in very light winds just to see 
what gives; I chose the known deep path near the 
island and made it across in as little as 2.5 ft of water, 
came out on the Harbor Town Marina side of the white 
hazard markers and was at least 10 ft outside the area 
that is marked as the sand bank when I suddenly 
found 1 ft of water and sat the keel in the mud (in case 
you forgot, I have fixed keel, there is no cranking up 
and keep going).  I lowered the engine, waited for a 
nice wake from a power boat and with its help pushed 
the boat over or through the little ridge into the channel 
– no harm done, but there is a lesson: stay way 
outside the white reef markers along the island. 
 
The diligent work of many, from Robert’s website, 
Joe’s one man membership committee, the new signs 
on the road, or just a friendly word of mouth from a 
member seems to be paying off:  
 
Several people have joined in the last month or are in 
the process of joining the club: Michelle Eckart, Chuck 
Held, Wand and Nick who bought Jack Obatril’s blue 
boat (sorry, last name escapes me…) are the new 
members and are welcomed into the SWSC family.  
Rumor also has it, that our own social chair, Beth 
Brattebo, is the proud new owner of a Hunter 23 that 
has been sighted in her driveway; its just a rumor, but 
there you have it…. It seems we can look forward to 
several boat naming or renaming procedures – I don’t 
remember all the details but Full Moon is a must and 
some other sacrifices have to be endured…  
 
For the racers, the website is up-to date with the 
standings for SOTY and the Catalina Cup.  Scott will 
try to reschedule some of the missed races including 
the ladies race.  Please check the website for updates 
in these matters.  We may have a Saturday and 
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Sunday race weekend to accommodate these events.  
The Watts Bar lake trip is scheduled for Sept 18 – 21 
for this year, participants are welcome. 
 
Another reminder concerning the September meeting: 
we are in the process of finalizing details about the 
gathering at the Gallery 4463 in Acworth with our own 
Clemens Bak at its helm.  Clemens has generously 
offered the meeting facilities of the Gallery to the club 
for our September meeting; again details will follow. 
 

Last, I would like to point out that in the upcoming fall 
meetings, the new club officers etc have to be 
nominated and selected for next year.  Nominations 
are offered and accepted during the September 
meeting and during the October meeting we will vote 
on such matters; our small club needs the help and 
participation of all of its members in these affairs.  If 
you have any questions about this process or what is 
involved in the various positions, please feel free to 
ask me or any of the officers.

 
Hope to see many of you on the lake soon  
And Fair Winds to all 
 
Andy Kohler 
Commodore SWSC 
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June 2008 Meeting Minutes  

South Winds Sailing Club 
June Monthly Minutes 
Thursday, July 11, 2008 
Los Reyes Mexican Restaurant 
Kennesaw, Georgia 
26 sailors present 
 
The meeting was called to order at 8:00 by commodore Kohler. 
Reading of last month’s minutes was waived after motion was made and seconded. 
 
Commodore: Andy Kohler 

· Thank you everyone for coming out. 
· The first half of the race year is going well. 
· The next day, make up race went very well. 

 
Vice Commodore: Gary Holcombe 

· Sea Scouts -4th of July new officers were installed 
· Tell all young people male and female between ages- 14-20 to join the Sea Scouts. 
· The last e-mail went out to last years members who have not yet paid there dues to join. 

 
Fleet Captain: Scott Widmier 

· Not present 
 

Social: Beth 
· Get yourself out to the Raft ups 

 
Purser: Candace 

· Not present 
 
Joe Carter 

· July 26th. Redneck raft up 
· New members Chris and Cynthia and there daughter. If you see them at the lake welcome them! 

 
Old Business: 

· Signs look good.(applause) 
· A big THANK YOU to Jordan and Ardith Ball for sponsoring the signs! (big applause) 
· Motion made for sign poles to be painted black 
· Motion approved 
· Andy Kohler went to see Mike Hansell. Mike has his ups and downs. He smiles through his eyes, the really 

light up.  Bobbi gets Mike outside.  Stop by and see them, contact Andy or the Nixs for directions. 
 

New Business: 
· Gary Holcomb - The Sea Scouts on Lake Allatoona will come to the club to learn about seamanship over 

the next few months. 
· Gill and Teri would like to host the August meeting at there home.  They will provide food.  Please check 

the web site for directions. 
· Clemmons offered his art gallery in Acworth for the September meeting. 

 
Erik Johns gave a briefing on what he has been doing and where he is working since he graduated from 
IYRS.(International Yacht Restoration School) 

 
Respectfully submitted by, 
Nancy Johns 
Yoeperson 
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Upcoming Events 

Event Date Location Description 

Monthly meeting 08/14/08 
Thu 8:00pm 

GiI and Terry’s 
House 

Club Meeting: Dinner at 7 PM. Meeting at 8 PM. 
 
GiI and Terry will provide BBQ and Hot Hogs etc 
everybody else, BYOB and a desert if desired. 
 
Arrive around 6:30 at 2345 White Rd, White GA 30184 
 
It is off Hwy 20 between the Cartersville exit of I 75 and 
Canton, (Gil may put out some balloons on hwy 20 to mark 
the turn) 
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&geocode=&q=
2345+White+Rd,+White+GA+30184  

Black Tie Raft 
Up 

08/23/08 
Sat 7:00pm 

AYC Cove Sponsors: Laura & Richard 
Please bring finger food to share and champagne if you 
wish. You may also dress for the occasion 

Italian Raft Up 09/06/08 
Sat 7:00pm 

AYC Cove Sponsors:  Skip and Sue Preece  

Monthly meeting 09/11/08 
Thu 8:00pm 

TBD   Club Meeting:  Dinner at 7 PM. Meeting at 8 PM. 

Beach Lime 
(Caribbean 
Beach Bum) 
Beach Party 

09/13/08 
Sat 7:00pm 

Beach near 
Etowah Yacht 
Club 

Sponsors:  Scott and Laura Widmier 

Pirates of the 
Caribbean Raft 
Up 

09/27/08 
Sat 7:00pm 

AYC Cove Sponsors:  Steve & Vicki Gully 

Octoberfest Raft 
Up 

10/04/08 
Sat 6:00pm 

AYC Cove Sponsors:  Andy and Debbie Kohler 

Monthly meeting 10/09/08 
Thu 8:00pm 

TBD Club Meeting:  Dinner at 7 PM. Meeting at 8 PM. 

Commodores 
Ball 

11/15/08 
Sat 7:00pm 

World Famous 
Naval 
Recreation Site 

Commodores Ball 
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Upcoming Races 

Race Name Race Date Committee Description 

SOTY Race 08/16/08 
Sat 11am 

Steve Gully  

Small Boat Race 08/23/08 
Sat 11am 

  

Labor Day Race 08/31/08 
Sun 12pm 

Scott Widmier  

Bitter End Race 09/06/08 
Sat 10am 

 The Bitter End was postponed due to 
weather and has been rescheduled for 
Sept. 6 

SOTY Race 09/13/08 
Sat 11am 

Robert Forrester  

Small Boat Race 09/20/08 
Sat 11am 

  

Ladies Race 09/27/08 
Sat 11am 

Robert Forrester This is a rescheduled race. 

SOTY Race 10/04/08 
Sat 11am 

  

KL 200 10/11/08 
Sat 12am 

  

Memorial Day Race 10/18/08 
Sat 11am 

George Manners This race was rescheduled due to not 
enough participants.  Hopefully, second 
time is the charm! 
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Race Standings for 2008 
Skipper of the Year points – A Fleet 
Skipper Total Points 
Robert Forrester 13.532 
Scott Widmier  13.529 
Steven Gully 12.178 
Andy Kohler 11.247 
George Manners 5.500 
Steve Adams 4.818 
Ruth Leber 2.000 
Jon Clausen 1.459 
Gary L. Holcombe 1.000 
Garrett and Shannon Holcombe 1.000 
 
Skipper of the Year points – B Fleet 
Skipper Total Points 
Jordan Ball 13.905 
Taylor Kidd 11.885 
Bob Ross 6.312 
Andy Mills 2.544 
Collin McIntosh 0.909 
 
Catalina points for the year 
Skipper Boat Fleet Total Points  
Robert Forrester Catalina 22 A 35 
Jordan Ball Catalina 22 B 23 
Andy Kohler Catalina 22 A 17 
Bob Ross Catalina 28 B 5 
Jon Clausen Catalina 22 A 2 
 
 
 

 
“THE WIND IS FREE” – Twin mast sailing vessel spott ed sailing on the lake 
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The Spinnaker Bag  
 

2008 COMMODORES BALL  
 

How quickly the seasons flow past, so it’s time to 
begin thinking about the conclusion to this year’s many 
activities.  Based on indicated desire to again make 
use of the Navy facility on Lake Allatoona for our 
annual Commodore’s Ball, arrangements have been 
made.  The ball will be held on the evening of 15 
November, once more at the World Famous Naval 
Recreation Site.  
 
Now, to make sure it is a rousing success for all, there 
is a bit of work to do in planning, coordinating, and 
executing.  It’s sort of like planning for a cruise.  
You’ve got to make sure the boat is ready, provisions 
laid on, course is plotted with consideration of tide 
tables and weather, and the crew is indoctrinated. 
 
So, in accordance with past efforts… a “non 
committee” will gather at the Nix’s on Sunday, 
September 7th to share in libation and food and – oh 
by the way - undertake the challenging and fun filled 
task of planning for the Ball.  All who are interested in 

participating, please mark your calendars and arrive at 
the Nix anchorage at 2 bells (that’s 5pm for 
landlubbers) with food to share and drink as needed.  
Larry and Alice will provide Bar B Q’d meat. 
 
Planning will include: 
Theme, decorations, food, invitations, entertainment, 
business meeting, awards, installation of new officers, 
costs of attendance, setup, and of course cleanup. 
 
As always, members wishing to make a weekend of 
this adventure can rent a cabin for Fri and Sat nights 
and enjoy the rustic qualities of the place as well as 
the company of others who also will be anchoring up.  
This year’s rents will be:  3BR - $105 per night, 2BR - 
$90 per night, 1BR - $85   per night 
 
Anyone wishing to reserve is encouraged to contact 
me at 770-565-8329.  Also call if you have questions.  
There are only 8 total cabins, so don’t dither. 

 
Fair winds, 
Larry Nix 
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South Winds Sailing Club Membership Application For m 

Complete this application and mail it along with your $45.00 Annual fee (new members joining 
after July 1st, $25.00) to: 

South Winds Sailing Club  
104 Springwater Trace 
Woodstock, Georgia 30188 

Member(s) Name:  ______________________________________ 
   ______________________________________ 
   ______________________________________ 
  
Member(s) Address:  ______________________________________ 
   ______________________________________ 
   ______________________________________ 
  
Contact Information:  ______________________________________ 
Home phone:  ______________________________________ 
Office:  ______________________________________ 
Other:  ______________________________________ 
Email:  ______________________________________ 
  
Current Boat:  ______________________________________ 
Length:  ______________________________________ 
Boat Name:  ______________________________________ 
Current Marina:  ______________________________________ 
  

Boating Interests: Social events Racing 

  Crewing Raft Up Events 

  Cruising   
  
Member Signature:  ______________________________________ 
  
Date:  ______________________________________ 
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Sponsors 

Boat/US Marine Center  
http://www.boatus.com/ 
770-936-8611 
contact Steve Westmoreland for a  
50% membership renewal discount ! 

East Cobb Physical Therapy  
http://www.eastcobbphysicaltherapy/ 
770-971-5244 
contact Alice Nix 

Great Oak Mortgage Corp  
3235 Peachtree Road NE Suite 400 
404-237-7600 
contact The Richard Deason 

Harbor Town Marina  
http://www.harbortownmarina.net/ 
770-974-6422 
contact Lara Voyles 

Sailing is Life  
http://www.sailingislife.com/ 
contact Sam Hunter 

POPE Machinery Erectors Inc.  
2070 Attic Pkwy NW Kennesaw 
770-426-4311 
contact Fred Pope 

Shoreline Marine Repair  
Inside Harbor Town Marina 
770-966-1017 
Boat restoration, mech.service, hull 
repairs 

Southern Crown Boatworks  
http://www.southerncrownboatworks.com/ 
1-800-746-3857 
contact William J. Fennesy-Bill 
...wooden boat fasteners, supplies 

Sunshine Designs Interior Plants  
Sales and Rentals 
770-429-9956 
contact Nancy Johns 

Unique Caterers, Inc.  
Cartersville, Georgia 
770-386-5227 
contact Charlotte Monroe 
Our Specialty is Food for You 

Visual Marketing Group  
http://www.visualmark.com/ 
770-517-8780 
contact Jim Schuster 

West Marine  
http://www.westmarine.com/ 
770-612-9944 
marine supplies and gifts 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Edited by: Robert Forrester 


